Appendix M
Biography
of
Geraldine Gibbons Deering
1933 - 1965

Geraldine Gibbons, familiarly known at West Side Baptist as “Gerry”, was born to
Elizabeth (Hoskins) and Walter Gibbons on December 9, 1933 at Hamilton, Ohio. Both
her parents, sister (Thelma Justice), and four brothers (Ralph, Harold, Dale and Kenneth)
have been or are members of West Side Baptist Church. From earliest infancy she was a
part of the life of West Side. Always beautiful in body, mind, and spirit, in her earliest
teen-age years she manifested to all in the church her characteristic personal radiance,
genuine joy, deep love of and through dedication to God through Christ, and her sincere
concern and love for other people, young and old. Even as a thirteen year old she was
very active in teaching and caring for toddlers and beginners in the Sunday School and
Vacation Bible School. Active also in the Baptist Training Union she became acquainted
with Ronald F. Deering who was also active in the work of the church’s young people.
That association led to friendship and a courtship from 1946 through 1953, when they
were married on June 27, 1953 in the church in which they had met and spent so much of
their courtship. Gerry’s schooling was at Lincoln Elementary, Wilson Junior High, and
Hamilton High School from which she graduated in June 1951. The year 1951-52 was
spent as a student at Miami University. In the following summer she became engaged to
her future husband who had completed his first year of seminary at that time. While
assisting him with pastoring duties at First Hilltop Baptist Church, North College Hill,
she worked that year on the sorting line at Champion Paper Company, as her fiancee did
at Mosler Safe Company. During her work at West Side between 1946 and 1953 she
was a very great blessing not only to a whole generation of teen-agers, but especially to
the toddlers, beginners, and junior age children she taught so effectively and lovingly in
both Sunday School and Training Union. One of whom, Ward Wells, now engaged in an
important Christian books ministry in Louisville, Kentucky, like many fondly remember
the beauty, power, and inspiration of her young life.

She accompanied her young husband back to Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
the fall of 1953. Working to support his seminary education she soon found employment
as an assistant in the seminary library, where she contributed very significantly not only
to the library, but also to the entire seminary community during the nine years (1954-
1963) that she filed the position of Acquisitions Librarian. In addition to her work in the
library she was very active where her husband served as Pastor in Blue River Baptist
Church, Salem, Indiana, 1954-1959. Here for five years she continued her work with the
children in Sunday School, Training Union and Vacation Bible School, as well as work
with the church music and choir, making the eighty-mile round trip each day with her
husband to the seminary. Only eighteen months after her husband’s election to the semi-
nary faculty she suddenly was diagnosed with breast cancer in January, 1963. The
ensuing operation brought a devastating diagnosis of rampant, incurable cancer. Yet her
radiant spirit never faltered. Realizing the seriousness of the prognosis, yet she con-
tinued her trust in God, never once doubted or questioned his love and care for her, and
through all the days that remained engaged constantly and deeply in care for her
husband, family, and friends. Enduring three major surgeries, radiation and
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chemotherapy, she still made the very most of every day of the following twenty-three
months that she lived, until her death on January 30, 1965 in Kentucky Baptist Hospital,
Louisville, at age thirty-one. Her funeral services were held both in Crescent Hills
Baptist Church, Louisville, and West Side Baptist Church at Hamilton, Ohio where her
body was laid to rest in Rose Hill Cemetery, February 2, 1965. And from whence her
soul departed to eternal life with her Heavenly Father, and her spirit has remained to
bless and inspire everyone who ever knew her. Friends, family, and admirers in the
church established a lasting and fitting memorial to her in naming the church library in
her honor, where her portrait is also displayed.

Submitted by:
Dr. Ronald Franklin Deering (1994)



Appendix N
Biography
of
Chester A. Molpus
March 10, 1912 -
West Side Baptist Church
Interim Pastor

February 1966 - June 1966

Chester Arthur Molpus was born March 10, 1912 in Meridian, Mississippi. He was the
son of Doss W. and Alma Margaret White Molpus. He has three sisters; Mrs. W. E.
Sikes, of Stonewall, Mississippi; Mrs. D. W. Severence, Enterprise, Mississippi; and
Mrs. Ernest Strange, Meridian, Mississippi.

Mr. Molpus graduated from Mississippi College with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1937,
and was ordained as Minister of the Fifteenth Avenue Baptist Church, Meridian,
Mississippi in 1938. He was married to Helen Reily of Meridian, Mississippi on July 16,
1938. He received his Master’s Degree of Theology in 1940 from the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

Mr. Molpus was Pastor of Taylorsville Baptist Church, Taylorsville. Kentucky from
1940 to 1942. During this time a son, Manley, was born on August 9, 1941. From 1942
to 1964 Mr. Molpus was Pastor of Belzoni Baptist Church, Belzoni, Mississippi. He also
had several other responsibilities: Trustee of Mississippi College. Executive Committee.
Mississippi College, Trustee of Blue Mountain College, and Trustee of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

Two other sons were born to Chester and Helen Molpus: Frank, September 4, 1946 and
David, July 19, 1948.

Mr. Molpus’ activities during the years 1965 to 1968 were: Director of Administrative
Services, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Interim Pastor, Lawrenceburg Baptist
Church, Lawrenceburg, Kentucky, and Interim Pastor West Side Baptist Church,
Hamilton, Ohio.

Between the years 1968 to 1977 Mr. Molpus was Pastor of Chesterfield Baptist Church,
Chesterfield, S. C., was member of the General Board of South Carolina Baptist
Convention, member of the Executive Committee of the South Carolina Baptist
Convention, and Moderator of the Chesterfield Baptist Association.

(This was taken from the Chesterfield Baptist Retirement Recognition Service, Sunday,
August 28, 1977).

In a hand-written letter, Bro. Molpus said some updating was necessary. His sons are
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now living in Charlotte, N.C., Durham, N. C. , and Washington, D . C.. Mrs. Molpus
died on January 25, 1993. After retiring at age 65, he served for twelve years in a small
country church until they entered the Bethea Baptist Retirement Community in October,
1991. The Retirement Community is in Darlington, S. C.. He has now developed
Parkinson’s Disease and is finding it a challenge to adapt to a changing health condition.
He sends Best Wishes to all Members of West Side. (1994)

Information from material submitted by:
Rev. Chester A. Molpus (1994)



Reverend Chester Arthur Molpus

Photo from retirement bulletin, Chesterfield Baptist Church,
Chesterfield, S.C., 1977



George C. Bridges

Photo submitted by Rev. Bridges, 1994



Appendix O
Biography
of
George Bridges
September 25, 1924 -
West Side Baptist Church
Interim Pastor

1973 - 1974 and 1980 - 1981

George C. Bridges was born in Louisville, Kentucky, September 25, 1924. He married
Loretta Ann Scaggs in 1950; they have two sons: David and Gary. His wife, Loretta is
from Missouri.

George graduated from Georgetown College, Georgetown, Kentucky, with a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in 1947. He was awarded the following degrees from the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky:

Th. B. Degree in 1950

M. Div. Degree in 1973

M. A. Degree in Christian in 1984

He completed about 50% of a doctoral degree program in Education at the University of
Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio.

The summer of 1950, George C. Bridges, studied Pastoral Clinical Training at the
Missouri Baptist Hospital, St. Louis, Missouri, under Chaplain Everett Barnard. In
October, 1950 he entered the U. S. Air Force as a chaplain and spent almost a year in
Korea during the war. At the time he was the youngest Chaplain in the U. S. Air Force.
In 1952, he finished his tour of duty and became pastor of the Williamstown Baptist
Church. Williamstown, Kentucky. His next pastorate was the Fairdale Baptist Church.
Louisville, Kentucky. He returned to the Seminary for futher study and became pastor of
the Petersburg Baptist Church in Northern Kentucky.

He moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, and spent the next thirty years serving in both public
education and the ministry. He was an elementary principal for 25 years and served as bi-
vocational pastor, supply pastor and interim pastor of more than 35 churches in the
Southern Ohio and Northern Kentucky area. He was active in Denominational service;
he served in a number of Associational offices, including Associational Moderator. He
served the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary as Seminary Trustee from 1967 to
1977. He retired from public education in 1989 and moved to the Indianapolis, Indiana
area, to be near his grandchildren. He has continued to serve as a supply and interim
pastor in the central Indiana area since moving there five years ago.

Submitted by:

George C. Bridges
1994
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Appendix P

The Gordon Avenue Mission Aid Society
Organized March 29, 1920
Seven Charter Members

Mrs. Ida A. Betscher
Mrs. Caudill
Mrs. Craven

Mrs. Hamilton
Mrs. Hurd
Mrs. Mussleman
Mrs. Reeves

First Officers
Mrs. Ida A. Betscher----- President
Mrs. Caudill----- Vice President

Mrs. Mussleman-----Secretary
Mrs. Craven----- Treasurer

Motto
Onward and Upward

Objective
Christian Growth
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Adams, Dr. J. McKee

Alexander Thomson Memorial Bldg.

Allen, Rogers

American Bond Company
American Revolution
Angelton Church

Ashlock, Bruce

Backus, Isaacs

Bailey, Greenbright
Bailey, Mary

Baker, Mrs. Charles
Baptist Men

Bateman, Rev. Robert
Beck, Janet

Bertsch, Roth

Betscher, Mrs. Ida A.
Black, Rev

Bowman, Matt

Bracken Association
Braun, Michael P.

Bridges, Rev. George
Brinkman, Rev. J. S.
Brock, Clifford
Brotherhood

Browning, Howard

Bruce, Rev. Jack

Bruner, Mrs. Joyce

BSU, Oxford

Buckner, Chester

Buckner, Ruby

Burnham, Rev.

Bussell, Kenneth and Orean
Butler County Nursing School
Buxton, Edmund

Cadle, Rev. E. Howard
Campbell, Curtis A.
Campbell Mr. and Mrs. Sam
Castleberry, Mrs. V. B.
Castleberry, Rev. V. B.
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Chadwell, Doyle and Martha
Chandler, Becky
Chapman, Rev. Jimmy
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Cox, Mrs. Melva
Crawford, Robert and Rose
Crawford, Rose

Crisman, Dr.
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Deering, Rev. Ronald
Deloach, Rev. Rodney
Denny, Doyle

Donco Company

Dowdy, Rev. Buren
Dowis, Dr. W. S.

Drake, Rev. H. H.

Duck Creek Baptist Church
Durham, Josephine

Earls, Rev. M. O.

Early Education Center
East Hamilton Missionary Baptist Church
East Side Mission
Edmiston, Rev. Richard E.
Edwards, Morgan

Elk Creek

Elkhorn Baptist Association
Fairfield

Fairfield Baptist Church
Farmer, Rev. W. G.
Fergeson, Mrs.

First Baptist Church of Hamilton
Fletcher, Rev. George
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Fraker, Howard and Gale
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Garrett, Jeanetta
Georgetown College

Geraldine Gibbons Deering Library

Gillis, Dr. Donald W.
Gillespie, James
Gooding, Darlene
Gooding, Paul
Gooding, Sarah
Goodrich, Pearl

Gordon Avenue Baptist Chapel
Gordon Avenue Mission Aid Society

Grainger, Rev. Paul

Greater Cincinnati Baptist Association
Greater Miami Baptist Association

Greenville Treaty
Grossman, Paul and Peggy
Gruner, Juanita

Guy, Alan and Barbara

Hamilton-Rossville Baptist Church

Hargrove, Robert

Harris, James

Harris, Margaret
Harthcock, Rev. Gary
Head, Tom and Sondra
Heiss, Rev. Don and Joyce
Henry, Chester

Henry, Joseph

Henry, Mrs. Chester
Hillary, Joyce

Hillview Baptist Church
History Committee
Hockensmith, Rev. Hoge
Holcomb, Rev Glen
Holmes, Nicole

Holmes, Rev. Michael J.
Homebound

Hooker, John

Hoover, Brad

Hoover, Linda M.
Hopper, Norman
Howerton, Rev. Paul
Hunter, Rev. Carl W.
Hurley, Mary Lou
Hurley, Sheryl

Hyde Park Baptist Church
Immanuel Baptist Church
Indians

Influenza Epidemic
Ingram, Patrica (Pat)
Ingram, Peggy

Ingram, Rev. C. C.
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Ketcham, Rev. John
King, Charles I

King, James I

Krozier, M.

Lee, James

Leland, John

Limestone

Little Parie

Lockland Baptist Church
Loman, Rev. Ted

Lots, Prytania and Gray
Lunsford, Lucy
Mahaffey, Mrs. Anne
Marhefka, Diane
Marshall, Daniel

Martin, Martha

Martin, Mrs. George
Martinez, Rev. Homer
McWhorter, Delmer
McWhorter, Luther and Sadie
Meadors, Rev. Howard
Men’s Bible Class
Messengers to SBC, 1993
Miami Baptist Association
Miamisburg Mission
Middletown Mission
Molpus, Rev. Vhester A.
Montgomery, Rev. Herman
Morris, Georgia

Morris, Herbert

Morris, Mrs. Frank
Muddy Creek Baptist Church
Neal, James

New Brick Sanctuary
New Hope Baptist Church
New Miami Mission

New Sanctuary, 1926
New State Convention
New Zion Baptist Church
New, Cecil and Catherine
Noonan, James R.

North Bend Baptist Association

Northwest Territory
Old Columbia Cemetery
Old Store Building
Ordinance of 1784
Orphan’s Home
Osborn, Elder

Parsley, Miss Cheryl
Parsonages

Penn, William
Penningtom, Mrs. Carol
Petroff, Rev. E. A,

Philadelphia Baptist Association

Philathea Class
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Potter, Hugh

Powell, Mary

Queen, Christina

Queen, Mrs. Catherine
Queen, Robert and Catherine
Quisenberry, Mrs.

Quont, Elder

Ramsey, Joy

Randall, Wayne

Rennie, Robert

Reynolds, Kathy

Ricketts, Mrs. William
Rigdon, Dr. Loami

Roades, George

Roades, Mahala J. O’ Keefe-
Roberts, Dr. Ray

Roberts, Omer

Routh, Dr. Porter

Royal Ambassagors

Sayers, Rev. F. E.

Schell, Boyd

Schilhr, Jane Welch
Screven, William

Seigel and Steed Architects
Settles, Laura

Seven Mile Mission

Siler, Judge

Simpson, Elias

Six-Months Preachers School
Skirvin, Rev. Robert

Smith, John

Smith, Kent and Carol
Snashall, Rev.

Snelson, Jimmy

Southeast Chapel
Southwestern Baptist Association
St. Clair Baptist Church

St. Clair, General Arthur
Stahlheber Mission
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Stevens, Captain

Stewart, Rev. Ronald

Stites, Benjamin

Symmes, Judge

Terhune, Frank

The Chris New Memorial Youth Fund
The Crusade of the Americas
The West Side Singers - Arizona
The West Side Singers - Westminister
Thomson, Mrs. Alexander

Uhl, Mrs Edward

University Baptist Mission
Vaughn, Ray

Venerable, Harold and Wilma
Vornheder, Dorothy

Wade, Thomas

Walsh, Rev.

Ward, Frank

Washington, George

Waters, Dr.

Wayne, General

Welch, Rev. Harry H.

Wells, Beecher and Ruth

West Side Baptist Church
Whicker, Vivian

White Christmas

White Water Baptist Association
Wilkerson, General

Williams, Roger

Wilson, Mrs. Lynn

Witters, Alice

Witters, Rev. H. H.

WMU, State Convention
Womacks, Kenneth

Woods, Rebecca

Woodward, Grace

World War I

Wyrick, Barry

Wyrick, Phil

Young, Rev. George H.
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