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_ . . ,  -  Th lg  Ag reenen t ,  nade  and  en te red  1n t :  a t  H? rn l l i cn ,  oh1o ,  t h i s
7 th  d 'ay  o f  Decenber ,  1923 ,  by  and  be tween  Donco  Co . ,  I nc . ,  f r e ie fna f te r
referred to  ae Par ty  Ft rat  and The Gordcn Avenue Ald Soct6ty  Uy Id ,a A.
Be techer ,  P ree lden ' " ,  and  Lucy  Lune fo rd ,  V l ce -Pres lden t ,  he re lna f te r  f c -
f  e r red  to  e ,e  P411y  Second ,  w l  t nes6ee : -

Pa r t y  F l re t  has  eo ld  and  ag reed  to  ccnvey  to  Pa r  uy  Second  by  3
gco4  and .  eu f f l c l en t  deed  o f  genera l  w3 r ran ty ,  t he  t c l1c rn lng  desc r ibed
rea l  ee ta te ,  t o  w l t :

The_wee t  twen ty  ( aO)  f ee t  c f  Lp t  No .  l 4g5? ,  en t l r e
Lo t  No .  14956 ,  d ld  tbe  eae t  t e r r  ( fO)  f  ee t  c f  Lo i  Nc .
14955,  nak lng e tc ta l  f rontage of  e lx ty  feet  on Gcrd,cn
. lveauo,  ln  the Cl ty  c f  Ha.rn l l ton,  Eut ler  County,  Ohlo,

fdr  rh loh eald. . far ty  Second agreee tc  pa.y  tc  par ty  F l re t  the gun of
Fl€I t -Hund.rad (seoo.oo)  Dc1la ia ,  tn  the ic l1cw1ng nanner ,  to  wl t : -
$550.00 cerh et the elgnlng of thle agreenent, t f ,e receff t  of whioh 1g
hereby acIaowledgod, erld the eum of $15.00 per nonth curlng each and
evety ca lcnd,e, r  Bontb thereaf ter  unr l i  ea ld sun cf  S800.00 shal l  have
been  fu l ] . y  pa ld ,  w l i b  l n te ree t  z t  t he  re te  o f  S l x  Pe r  Cen t .  (A f ' )  pe r
annuB upon le ferred peynente therecf ,  a l l  paynentg tc  be appl led and
c red l t cd ,  f l r s t  i n  se t t l emen t  o f  acc rued  l n te ree t (and  c f  t a : ree  and  ae -
geegnentg agalnst  ea ld prenleee l f  any Eha1l  be a l lcwed to beccne de-
l l n9uon t )  and  then  l n  reduc t l cn  o f  p r l nc lpa l .

Sald Pat ty  Second ehal l  havo t rnmedlate poseeaelon c f  ea ld pre-
n l  ee  B .

then sa ld Par ty  Seoond ehal l  have pald eald eun cf  $8CO.CO of
purchase t roney 1n fu l I ,  together  wl th  ln tereet  cn deferred paynente
rhe reo f  ae  he re ln  p rov ided ,  t hen  Par t y  F l r s t  ag reeE  to  execu te  and  de -
11ve r  to  Pa r t y  Seccnd  a ,  d .eed  f  c r  ea id  p remleea .

Agen t .

Tl'J' GONDON AVENIIE !\ID SDCIETY

ree ldent .
By



I|EIS AREEIEIT by antl betreea the tnrstees of
t]}re Flrgt fapti-t tiUr:r'on, 9-f gAn[ton, 0b1o' and Gordon Tvenc
Atil Soolety,-of Eant1ton, 0hto, wltneasctb: -

Ilbat the Gord.on ATdrue Ald Soalety agreGs to
d.eed to the lnrgtees of geld Churoh, the followlng tlesarlbed
real.  estate, to- l t t3-

A strlp of ground twenty (e0) foet 1n wldth
tatren u:llfrrnly the entlre length of,f of the
west sltle of lnlot No. 14957; cntlre lot [o.
14956r nn0 a strtp of ground-ten (fol fegt
tn wl0th ta,keu unlfornly the entlre lengtb
off the east sltle of lnlot No. 14955, 8s sald
lots are knorn and. d.eslgnated on the rovleed
llst of lots la tle Flrst Far(L of the Clty of
Eamllton, Butler uorraty, Ohio; the sa&e havlng
a frontage of slxty (60) feet ou Oordon Avenue
qnit extcrir''g baok nortJrrartlly of u.alfono wld,tb
to the publlc alleyo

a.nd sald lrwtees agr,ee that exaept as b,erelrsfter Brovlcle0,
they wlLl bold and r:ss sald lots for 0hurch or ulEston pll -
pos-es only ard. that they wlII orect a su'ttable bulldlng
thereon Ln the * of 19?6r

fE ER
SelC Tnrstees fiuther qBreo tbat 1n the event that

sattl lots are aband,oneil for Cbruoh prrrposes and tbe property
solfl thet the prooectle of the sale of sald property shal} not
be useil for the general purposes of eald Flrst Baptlst Chnrob,
but shatl be used only for the purchase, or to aDply on tre
purohase, of anotJror slte and. bulId,lxg for 0hurch purposeE fux
the Flrst Tlard of the Clty of Ha,nllton, Ohto.

- In the eveat that an lntLepentlent of sald Flret Baptlst
Churoh should be bullt ln the Flrat Fard of the Clty of Eau-
llton, 0b1or nn(L shoulrl saltl Tnstees of lhe Flrst 3aptlst
Churcb, of Eamllton, 0h1o, thelr sucoeasors or asslgns, so
deslre, sald lnutees are hereby authorlzed to transfer aa(l
eonvey-sald property to suoh 

w 
uh.roho

IIt WIINESS IIHEREOF, the paitleg'bgve boreunto set thelr

,l7't*T,rwrf 0F ?UllU ASt

s[rwt/v .pl?nil |vf4tu{ Lln
;)ctcTv ,+vn Fmsr ]4r>Ttrr



West Side Baptist Church, 1950

Former Parsonage,
4I2 Cleveland Avenue

The Old Store Building
Corner Hunter and Webster Ave.
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"And he is the head of the body, the church: who
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in
all things he might have preeminence".

Colossians I:18 (KJV)



DEDICATION

This history is dedicated to the memory of those who have gone on
before; to those whose consistent efforts led to the formation of the
West Side Baptist Church; to those who have beenfaithful to God
with their attendance and support and who even now wait until in
God's time they will be called into positions of leadership.

But most important, this history is dedicated to the Almighty God
whose Spirit guided in all actions that led to the organization of this
church.
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Preface
The records of West Side Baptist Church have information that dates as far back as 1918.
From these records, the History Committee has developed an acceptable history. All
information can be traced back to the minutes, notes, bulletins, histories of other church-
es. mailouts, etc., which are on file.

But the question came to mind, "How did all this come about, where did things start,
u ho began the march to Ohio ?" A background study has been. prepared from many
tources. These sources are listed in the Appendix under Bibliography.

This study traces the effects of the Prevailing Spirit of God as He moved Christian men
and wom-en, including preachers of the Gospel, into Southwestern Ohio. Many pastors
have exerted great inflrience in the Kentucky and Southwestern Ohio areas, but for the
purposes of this study a narrower approach has been taken. From a great number of-books 

on the Baptists, no one name is more visible and traceable than that of Rev. John
Gano. He had two sons; John S. and Stephen. Stephen Gano appears on the stage of
history only briefly. This special interest is important because, while the father went to
Kentucky, the two sons came and ministered in Southwestern Ohio.

An effort has been made to conform as much as possible to the established publishing
norms found in the Chicago Manual of Style. A serious study is no place for humor, but
perhaps for this one exception, so West Side can laugh at its self !

A written history must allow the reader to follow the events as quickly as, possible. To
do so, some events or happenings could be omitted that seem important or familiar today,
but not to tomorrow's 

-reader. 
Lists of names, committees, detailed organizational

reports and other details not written into this history can best be covered in future exten-
sive searches. Important items that were overlooked can be included in the next history
update in a separate preface.

West Side Baptist Church didn't just happen, it was brought to fruition by honest and
sincere prayer, and through the Guidance of the Holy Spirit. After a series of extended
prayer meetings, that lasted all through the night, the First Baptist Church asked the
Ptriiathea Class to assume the responsibility of starting a mission on the west side of
Hamilton. The rest is history.

From across the Ohio River men came looking for work, brought their families and many
settled in the area. These people were found by the faithful women, who still had a
r ision in their hearts. Was it just a coincidence that it happened that way? No, God
knew they were coming and prepared a place for them.

An Anniversary Celebration can be a high point of the year, one that causes us to look
back to the accomplishments of those who have gone on before us.

It can also be a time of reflection, to realize that the same Compelling Spirit of God who
led the generation of the past is now expecting the same faithfulness from this genera-
t lon.

In John l2:32 Jesus says :

"And I if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me."

XXI

Chester Buckner



1929q l s 1994

CHAPTER I

A Background Study

Thc history of Baptist in America began in
ln.l8 uhen Roger Wil l iams and eleven others
itrrrr€d the First Baptist Church in Providence,
Rh..rlc' Island. Early Baptist leaders include
\\ rlliam Screven. John Clarke, William Penn,
t).rniel Marshall, Shubael Stearnes, Morgan
F-.irr ards. John Gano. Isaacs Backus, and John
[-c land.

tsaptists from England and Wales continued to
:'nrgrate to the New world to escape the perse-
.utlr.rn of the Kings, James I and Charles I'
Ho\\€\'€r. the persecutors were already there.
onlr in Pennsylvania was there a welcome for
.'ll suff'ering Christians, and the Baptists grew
.:nti be-san to meet quarterlY. I

Srnce there was a large group of Baptists in
Philadelphia it was natural that in ll0l, the
Philadelphia Baptist Association was organized.
Rc.r. John Gano (1791 - 1798) was employed as
.rn ltinerant Missionary, and he made extensive
prL'aching tours in the south. Upon his return,
i l . ' r .  Gano, in 1162, became the pastor of the
trrrt Baptist Church organized in New York
C i t r .  r

Hc' woS pastor fot 26 years, though he made
.c\ e rirl extensive preaching tours starting
;hurches in several states. During this time he
.rlro speflt eight years as General Washingtort's
Chaplain in the American Revolution.3 The
\merican Revolution and War of Independence
hsted from 1763 - 1783. Because of his long
rbseDCes. the church discontinued services.
\tier the War he soon brought it back to its
trrieinal size. Rev. John Gano had two sons;
lohln S. Gano ( 1162 - ll87) and Stephen Gano.

.\t the age of 60, Elder Gano left the city and
rraveled to Kentucky. 4 Rev. Gano arrived in
Kentucky in l l8l,  landing at Washington.

Later he went to Lexington, and then to
Frankfort. He was active in the Elkhorn Baptist
Association. Rev. John Gano, very much
respected in the Association, died in Augtl{
1804. s (Other histories have his birth at l72l
and his death at 1198, there is no mention of the
place of death)

The Northwest Ordinance was adopted July 13,
1787 by the Continental Congress, and this
made effective the Ordinance of 1784, drafted
by Jefferson. It opened up the land north of the
Ohio River, know as the Northwest Territory.

The Congregational Church had control in the
north, and the Angleton Church has control in
the south. Only the middle colonies had any
freedom of religion.

The Constitution Convention opened May 14,
178J, at Philadelphia and George Washington
was chosen President. (Presiding officer) The
Government did not declare the Constitution in
effect until March 4, 1789. The City of
Losantiville was founded December 28, 1788.
It was later changed to Cincinnati, after the
Society of Cincinnati, composed of retired
Revolutionary Army Officers.

Benjamin Stites, a Trader and former
Revolutionary War Veteran, came by flatboat
down the Ohio River to Limestone, (Maysville)
Kentucky with a load of supplies for the small
settlement. He either formed or joined a posse
to pursue a group of lndians 'rhat had stolen
horses from a band of backwoodsmen. They
went by flatboat; didn't find the Indians but
Benjamin Stites did observe the lay of the land
along the river between the Little Miami and
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the Great Miami Rivers. Upon returning north
he made contact with Judge Cleves Symmes
and told him what he had seen. Judge Symmes
was a former Delegate from Delaware to the
Continental Congress in 1785 - 1786, Judge of
Superior Court of New Jersey and afterwards,
Chief Justice of the same state. Being a cau-
tious man, Judge Symmes made a trip down the
Ohio River himself, was pleased, and petitioned
Congress for a grant of all the land between the
Miamis. The men did not wait for formal
approval; the Judge sold Benjamin Stites
10.000 acres for 5 shillings per acre.

(Congress approved the grant May,1792 giving
Symmes the whole Ohio River front between
the two Miamis.)

Benjamin Stites immediately set out on
November 16. 1788 with 25 hardy companions
from Limestone (Maysville), Kentucky. On
November 18. 1788 the flatboat landed at the
mouth of the Little Miami River where they
cleared some land and kneeling on the ground
thanked God for a safe trip. In this little group
of serious and religious people were several
more than ordinary men: Benjamin Stites, John
S. Gano. Edmund Buxton, and Greenbright
Bailey; all Baptists. Other Baptists in the group
were Mrs. Mary Bailey and Thomas Wade.7

The little settlement was named Columbia, and
later Stephen Gano who served as a surgeon in
General Washington's Revolutionary Army,
came to visit his brother and helped organize
the first Baptist church in Ohio, Columbia
Baptist Church. on January 20. 1790. John S.
Gano was appointed clerk and his brother,
Stephen Gano, agreed to preach until a pastor
was found. John Smith became pastor and
served fiom 1792 to 1196.

A church building was approved for construc-
tion in 1792 and was opened for services in
1793. Columbia Baptist Church was the first
Baptist church west of the Allegheny
Mountains, and in the Northwest Territory as
the area was known at the time. It was located

in the Old Columbia Cemetery, it was a two
story building, the lower floor was used for
worship services and the upper floor, directly
over the lower floor was used as a lookout for
hostile Indians. This was a necessity because in
1793 two church members were killed by the
Indians.

The little town of Columbia was subject to
spring flooding from the Little Miami and the
Ohio Rivers. In March 1805, there was an
extraordinary flood. People began to move from
the flat valley to higher ground and the church
lost some of its members. Because of the flood-
ing, the Columbia Baptist Church, in 1808,
decided to move to a new location at Duck
Creek and Edwards Road. ln 1827 the name
was changed to Duck Creek Baptist Church.

The church moved again in 1875 to Mt.
Lookout and remained there for 29 years. The
next move was to Hyde Park, Ohio, a perma-
nent location. The name was changed to Hyde
Park Baptist Church. Of the many missions
started by this church over the years the Muddy
Creek Baptist Church, 1810, was helpful to
those Christians who eventually organized the
First Baptist Church of Hamilton, Ohio. 8

When Columbia Baptist Church finished their
church building, in 1792 or 1793, or ?, ( no
specific dates are mentioned) a missionary went
out to preach the Gospel and organize churches
in Hamilton. Warren and Butler Counties, Ohio.

It took courage to travel in Ohio during this
time. Continued attacks on settlements north of
the Ohio River by Indians, armed by the British,
led Washington to send General Arthur St. Clair
and General Wilkerson to the area with 1400
men. General St. Clair was surprised near
Wabash on November 4, l79l and lost 600
men. Fort Hamilton was founded September
30, ll9l. Land in the area was taken up by
soldiers and speculators almost before the last
stroke of the quill was made on the Ordinance
of  1187.

Indians lurked around Fort Hamilton from 1790


