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his last license in 1821.

Bridge Constructed

the work of completing the bridge'

times that amount.

The covered bridse withstood severe floods in
1832 and 184?, but passed out in the flood of 1866.

town.

It was at once evident that business was moving
out to Debbysville. This was averted by building a
Basin. an arrn of water which brought canal service
to the town's doorstep. Travel by packet became
one of the most impbrtant factors in Hamilton's
early growth.

Northwest TerritorY OPens

As has been stated, when the Northwest Territory
was opened, people came swarming in, look.ing for
home sites. ftrose who came first opened "houses
of entertainm,ent." There were taverns along the
army trails before any were qtartg{ near the Fort.
When this was abandoned, William McClellan started
a tavern in one of the Fort buildings and used the
Fort stables. Other taverns followed, among the
better known of which were the Torrence, Murray
and Wingate taverns, the Hamilton or Blair and

a bed-one of manY in the same room.

In January of 1800, Congress was petitioned to
allow Dr. Abiaham Freeman to have sufficient part
of some reserved land to build a grist mill on Dick's
Creek. From this it is learned that there were no

mill.

In 1803, the St. Clair and Smith mill was built on
Four Mile. This undoubtedly would have become one
of the most important mills in the county had it
not been destroyed by the flood which, in 1805'
marked the course of New River. The Enoch and
Vail mills on the river near Middletown were erected
nrior to 1803, as was the Williams Mill at the mouth
bf Bank Lick. The Millville mill and the Samuel Dick
mill on the river below the mouth of Indian Creek
were erected in 1805, and had long years of useful
service.

The Matthew Hueston mill on Four Mile was
erected in 1809. A short distance down Four Mile,
where the Eaton Road now crosses' Joseph Watson
built his Fear Not mill in 1816. The David Dick
mill at Reily started in 1810.

Joseph Watson at an earlier date than his Fear
Not mill had erected one on the east bank of the
river about a mile below the Fort. Another mill
was built across the river, drawing water from that
stored by the same mill dam. Both of these became
the well-known Traber mills. Thus we see that
important mills were started all over the county- be-
for:e there was one in the county seat. The John
Caldwell mill, which later became the Hamilton mill,
apparently was the first, but even it was north of
the town limits.

seems to have been the first owner of the mill on the
Rossville side. Under various owners or managers'
both the Hamilton and Rossville mills continued in
active operation throughout the century.

Hydroulic Power
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The Compliments of

Hqmilton's Oldesr Induslry
For 93 Yeqrs q contributor to the Development of This community

TilE BECiIETT Pft PEit C0fil Pit n y
Makers of Good Paper in Hamilton, Ohio, Since lg4g

COVERS -  TEXTS -  OFFSET .  OPAQUE -  GREETINGS
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estimated sufficient to furnish power for 166 pairs
of millstones with the necessary machinery. Skilled
engineers declared this to be the best hydraulic sys-
tern west of the Alleghenies.

The Hydraulic Company received its charter early
in 1841. This was a time of great financial insecurity
-money was almost a minus quantity-but so great
was the promoters' confidence in the ultimate suc-
cess of tlie project, that they gave and labored and
won out. John C. Skinner and John W. Erwin made

was late in 1844.

Turnpikes qnd Rqilroods
During the 1830's, the building of turnpikes was

started all over the county, to enable the farmers to
haul their crops to stations on the canal for ship-
ment. The rapid industrial growth which followed
the completion of the hydraulic called for even better
shipping facilities-the railroad fever took.

Cincinnati had its first railroad, the Little Miami.
Now Hamilton men wished railroad eonnection with
Cincinnati, and Hamilton men headed the Hamilton
and Cincinnati Railroad Company. Lewis D. Camp-
bell was president and John Woods was consulting
engineer, or superintendent, although he called him-
self "agent." Dayton had its railroad to the Lake.
It was evident that the proposed road should be ex-
tended to Dayton. Little had been accomplished un-
der the first organization. Under a reorganization,
it became the Cincinnati, Hamilton and Dayton
Railroad Company. Stephen S. L'Hommedieu was
president and William Bebb Secretary. In Sep-
tember of 1851 the grand opening celebration was
held in Hamilton. John Woods continued as "ad-
visory," and became president of the two branches.

l8OO, Firsl Church
Hamilton's religious foundations were started

when General Wayne had a Presbyterian chaplain
for his army. The first church edifice in the county,
in 1800, which was before there was a county, was
the Baptist Church at Trenton. Reverend Stephen
Gard was pastor.

Late in 1815, a committee was appointed to see
to the erection of a brick church to be used jointly
by the Presbyterians and Associate Reformed con-
gregations of Hamilton. This was the Miami Union
building, near the present Third and Court Streets.
After a decade or more, the building was sold and
each congregation built a new church.

The third church organization was that of the
Methodists who, in 1820, built a chapel on Ludlow
Street at the present location of their fifth edifice.
The Old School Baptists built in Rossville in 1829.
The Episcopalians were organized in 1822, but St.
Matthews Church at Front and Basin Streets was
not completed until 1837.

The First Catholic Church was started in 1832,
at Second and Dayton Streets, but was not finished

until 1838. The colored people had a chapel in 1839.
The Zion Lutherans dedicated their first church in
1846. In 1852, the Universalists built at High and
Front Streets, the edifice which was but recently
removed.

First  School -  l8 lO

The first schoolhouse in Butler County was erect-
ed at Bunker Hill in 1810. Early schools in Hamilton
were in charge of private teachers. John Ritchie is
the first for whom a definite date is found-1807.
The ministers were also schoolteachers-Wallace,

as it was enlarged for the first High School.

Hamilton's first library was opened in 1816. The
people were hungry for information and entertain-
inent. They organized debating societies, medical,
educational and temperance societies, lyceums, a
Mechanic's Institute, Harmonica Club, Mozart So-
ciety, Thespians, with scientific, industrial, political
and agricultural groups.

newspaper men of early Hamilton.

Bonk Of Homilton

The Bank of Hamilton was chartered in 1817 and
opened the following year. John Reily was presi-
dent and William Blair cashier. Its doors were
closed in L824, but business was resumed in 1835.
John Woods was then president and C. K. Smith
cashier. They continued on a sound basis until it
seemed wise to make an assignment in 7842.

For many years Hamilton affairs were managed
by county officers, the sheriff holding the highest
office. The town was incorporated in 1810, but very

Hamilton's first mayor in 1833. The two towns
were interdependent. Years were spent in talking
about a unioh, but this was not accomplished until
1854. when Rossville became the First Ward of the
City of Hamilton.
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Niles Taol Works

H o oYen - Ow eD-R en fsch Ie r
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Front row seated from left to ri'ght: Don W. Fitton, George C. Cummins, Alexander Thomson, Jr., J. J. Higgins, C. L. Hardin.
Second' roto standing: R. Fred Schneider, Morris G. Taylor, Mayor Leo J. Welsh, Edward J. Gardner, f-ucLn L, Kahn.
Third" row stan'd,ing: Thomas H. Feltz, B. S, Van Gorden, Jack Bosch, Robert Wolfenden, Calvin Skillman.
Out of town when picture was taken-Allen Hyer, Frank Vidourek, James K. Cullen, H. H. Howard.

Hon. John W. Bricker
Mrs. Mary Beckett
Herman L. Kutter
John F. Neilan
Mrs. Stella Weiler Taylor
Hon. Robert A. Taft
Fr. John F. Cogan
Walter Ralston

O ///.da a*4 eun*ntttepz

Mrs. Willa Ulmschneider
Hon. Harold H. Burton
Homer Gard
John Mayer
Ceo. M. Shriver
Mrs. T. L. Munns
Dean H. C. Minnich
Mrs. Lulu Huffman

HONOR,ARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Rev. S. R. Jamieson
George M. Verity
Col. Lynn Black
Mrs. Fred Schatzman
E. T. Gardner
Walter S. Franklin
Hon. Greg C. Holbrock

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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SHULER & BEN]\I1\GHOFEN
HAMILTON, OHIO

Manufucturers
and AII

of Papermahers' Fehs
Wool Blankets
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FINANCE DIVISION
Morris Taylor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  Chainnan

Don W. Fitton,
Paul Benninghofen,
C. L. Gebhart, Associa.te Chainnen

UNDERWRITING COIVIIVIITTEE: Joseph Warndorf, chair-
man.

ADVANCE TICKETS COMMITTEE: Chalmer Dver. Chair-
man; Perry M. Sample, Charles Gwaltney, George Turnbull, Jr.

BOX SEATS COMMITTEE: F. M. Ketchum, Chairman; Mrs.
Arthur Haid, Mrs. George McCandless.

WOODEN MONEY COMMITTEE: J. Walter Wack, Chair-
man; John Shafer, Jr., Sam Levine, William S, Locke, Carl
Holbrock, Harry Pastor, Don Meeks, George Sohngen, Jr., A. W.
Marr, Robert C. Reiling, J. W. Manning.

SOUVENIR HISTORICAL PROGRAM COMMITTEE: Leish
P, Strategier, Chairman; Earl S. Bonbright, Frank Suma, Geor:ge
C. Cummins.

NOVELTIES COMMITTEE: David Sohngen, Chairman;
James R. Fisher, E. F. Eichold

OUR AMERICAN GIRL CO1\4I{ITTEE: Robert G. Tavlor.
Chairman; Kenneth Faist, Mrs. R. H. Burke, Frances Eberiing,
George Hepke, Hilda Fontaine, Gene Richards, Iris Crart
Hufiman, Gerald Hufiman, Susan Spoerl, Mrs. Scott Finley, Mrs.
R. D. Gillespie, Vernon Pulley, Ann Sloane, Cora Markham.

MIDWAY CONCESSIONS COMMITTEE: William Gibson,
Chairman; E. J. Heiser, George Turnbull, Edwin l\4osler.

PAY GATES COMMITTEE: R. D. Lemon, Chairman; Thomas
D. Johnson, Adam Smith, Joe Bruno, John Bowden, M. C.
Thomas, John Dodsworth, Wilbur Crookston, EarI Dulli, Robt.
Paxton, Herman Kranbahl, Byron Jones, Neil Bartel, Les Mc-
Daniel, Chas. Wehr, James Overholtz, Walter Jeffries, Edw.
Gorsuch, Wm. Trester, James Stephen, Richard Goos, Maurice
Wilkinson and Members of Hamilton Typographical Union
No. 290.

ADMINISTRATION DIVISION
J. J. Higgins ...... Chai,rman
Paul Baden Associ,ate Chairman

OFFICE HELP COMMITTEE: Clyde Ross, Chairman; Miss
Lena Dalton, Leroy Zimmer, Waltei Betcher.

INSURANCE COMMITTEE: R. Fred Schneider, Chairman;
Bernard H. Geyer, John B. Connaughton, Arthur G. Haid.

AUDIT COMMITTEE: E. J. Gardner, Chairman.
EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE: Robert S. Brown, Chairman; J.

D. McFarland.
SALVAGE COMMITTEE: Dr. C. J. Baldridge, Chairman. C.

F. Antenen, A. W. Henneberger
MERCHANTS COMMITTEE: Donald L. Mitchell, Chairman;

Martin Lingler, W. R. Sneed, Arnold Krebs.

PUBUCTTY DTVtStON
Robert Wolfenden .. ...... Chairman
Raloh Mock .... Assistant Chai,rman

PRESS: Murray Stephens, Publicity Director; Robert Crow,
Asst. Director and Official Photographer.

DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE: Robert Clark, Chairman;
Perry Sarnple, Asst. Chairman; Harry Helwig, Charles Brad-
bury, Wm. Jackson.

MOVIE TRAILERS COMMITIEE: Nat Turberg, Chairman;
John Schwalm, Faramount Theatre, Rialto Theatre, Palace
Theatre, Paramount Theatre, Middletown; Miarnii-Western
Theatre, Oxford.

TOURS COMMITTEE: Bill Jackson, Chairman; Robert
Brown, Perry Sample, Maj. James M. Hepburn, Clyde Ross,
J. J. Higgins, PauI Baden, Dr. C. J. Baldridge, John Benning-
hofen, Cliff Benzing, S. O. Blumenthal, Joe Bou'man, George
Brown, Martin Coyle, C, M. Coyle, R. W. DeVore, Dave Frecht-
ling, Louis Piker, J, D. McFarland,

Charles Schwing; Conrad Stroh, David Webb, Charles W.
Soule, Iferman Wuebbold, W. B. Wick, Scott Zoller, Dale Hes-
kett. Dr. Joseph C. Toman.

Sponsored. Bs fHE KIWANIS CLUB OF HAMILTON

RADIO COMMITTEE: John Slade, Chairman; Don Meeks,
Asst. Chairman.

SIGNS-BILLBOARDS COMMITTEE: R. J. Bailey, Chair-
man.

SPEAKERS COMMITTEE: Burton Raasch, Chairman; Hol-
ton Ford, Assoc. Chairman; J. J. Higgins, Joseph True, Dr. A. H.
Upham, Russell Price.

DECORATIONS AND ILLUMINATIONS COMMITTEE: Rus-
sell Katz, Chairrnan; Robert Bronson, Asst. Chairman.

SPECTACTE DIVISION
R. C. Ski l lman .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chairman
Carl Kobert .................... Associate Chai,mnan

STAGE COMMITTEE: Carl Kihn, Chairman; Roy Linn, A. C.
Herb Schmitz, Oscar Stuckenburger, Lloyd Haggird.

CONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE: Wm. C. Musch, Chairman.

TALENT COMMITTEE: Mrs. Kathryn E. Wetzel, Chairman;
Miss Viola Chiles, Associate Chairman; Father Gramann, Mrs.
Robert Ramsdell, W. C. Smith, Rudolph Theim, Mrs. Rudolph
Theim, Mrs. Louis Frechtling, Miss Jean Frechtling, O. E. Claik,
Mrs. George Benzing, Norman Steiger, Elizabeth Quinlan, Nell
Snyder, Irvin Hamilton, Margaret Lockwood, Mrs. Oscar Leiser,
Donald Davis, Helen Baxter, Rayrmond Burke.

LMSTOCK COMMITTEE: Fred Woodruff, Chairman; Gil-
bert Condo, Lee Hotze, Russell Thomas.

PROPERTIES COMMITTEE: Ernest Nelson, Chairman; El-
don Lenhoff, Asst. Chairman; Paul Cook, Eugene Campbell,
Merle Baker, Herschel Richardson, Jim Sons, Wm. Rentschler,
Charles Moyers, Bud Stacey, Roy Linn, Edward Yater, Jack
Pendergast, John Suter.

REHEARSALS COMMITTEE: Ray Taylor, Chairman; Louise
Mullemer, Assistant Chairman.
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