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Florida wannth accessible
by rail from Butler Coun$r

"The new ttrough train service from

Chicago to Florida was inaugrrated la* night when

the fust of the sumptuous Florida limitedq which

save 109 miles over any of fte old routes between

this city and St. Augustine, passed throogh

Harnilton on the CH&D.'
That's how a Hsnilton newspaper

described CH&D service to Florida in mid-January

1901. Until airlines capnred the market in the late

1950s, and interstate highways opened in the

1960s, Butler County reside'lrs wanting to escape

winter could do so bY rail.
The 1901 account said "the tain anived in

Hmilton from Indianapolis at 7:28 p'm" and ar

8:30 o'clock tonight it will deliver its passengers in

St. Augustine."
"No more beautifully appointed train has

been placed at the diqposal o1 llarnilton winter

tourists. It canies no day coaches at all, but

includes solid baggage cars, drawing room car and

one or more sandard Pulhnan sleepers, as business

may de,rtand."
uThe new rain is the result of an

arrangetnetrt betrn'een several roads'o the newspaper

explained.
non Mdndays and Thursdays, it will run

from Chicago and Cincinnati over the CH&D,

passing ttrough Hamilton at 7:28 p'm' On the

ieturn-it pass€s over the CH&D on Wednesdays

and Satudays."
"On Tuesdays and Fridays it will run south

from Chicago to Cincinnati over the Pmhandle,

passing through this city and returning the same

*uy oi Thursdays and Sundays on ttre-nordrbound

fid. On the Panhandle runs it will arrive in

Hamilton at 6:50 P.m."

The Southland oPerated
between Chicago and
Floida from
November 1915
until June 1959

"On the other two days of the week it will

nrn over the Big Fottt, passing through

Middlaowru but not Hamilton'"
"The route below Cincinnati will be

uniform and is over the Queeir md Cresceirt and

goes sraight througb' via Atlanta Chattanooga and

il,tacon tolact<sonville and St. Augustine' "
ooo

The Southlmd' which originated Nov' 2l'

1915, involved several railroads in connecting

northern and southern cities with Cincinnati and

Louiwille as key links in the syste'm'
Its starting point was listed as Chicago, but

cars or sections-also deprted from Cleveland'

Railroa4 with stoPs in Hamilton'
South of the Ohio River, the Southland ran

Fort Lauderdale and Manri'
Is fastest schedule - 31 hours md 45

minutes Chicago-Tanpa -. wtls in the winter of

1942, a war year.
The Interstate Commercp Commission

approved discontinuance of the last segment of the

Southland June 29, 1959.
ooo

ln the winter of !94647, a passenger could

board a southbound New York Cenral tain at 6:05

a.m. in Middletown and arrive in Miami at a

minute before noon the next daY'
The Florida Sunbemr was a cooperative

vsnture of the NYC, Southem and Seaboard Air

Line railroads with "complae slee'ping car, dining

and lounge car service."

In the winter of 1952'53, a similar

schedule was available for passeirgers boarding the

Baltimore & Ohio in Hamilton'
Departure time was 6 a-m' with anival at

7:10 p.m. in Atlanta later that day and in Tarnpa at

9:15 the next morning.
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rail schedule atfiacted local tourists
Tracks of the Grand Rapids & lndiana

Railway didnt enter Butler County, but the railroad
served its share oflocal passengers.

One of mumy companies owned or
controlled by the Pennsylvania Railroa4 the GR&I
specialized in tourist naffic.

"Summe,r trains to summedand," boasted
the railroad which called itself "The Fishing Line"
and included an appropriate illustration in its logo.

The Michigan and Indiana line operated
between Richmon4 Fort Wayne, Grand Rapids
and northern Michigan resorts. Its passe,nger
service flourished in summer months, hauling
vacationerg including fishermen, to resorts in
Michigan.

For some local farnilies, a trip to
Michigan's cooler climate was a summer tradition
in the days before air conditioning became
common. Few atternpted it by car.

Passengers could board tains at the PRR
station in Hamilton for the 503-mile trip to
Mackinaw City at the end of the GR&I line. Stops
also included Harbor Springs, Traverse City and
Petoskey, populr resort destinations for Butler
County reside,nts.

In 1899, the PRR promoted 'Northern

Michigan's Most Popular Resorts" .- Traverse City,
Petoskey and Mackinac Island for a long Labor
Day weekend.

Fares were $10 or $ll, depending on the
Michigan destinacion. Children under 12 could
travel for half those rates.

Trains left Haurilton at 11:35 a.m.
Thursday, Aug. 31, and Saturday, Sept. 2,1899,
and arrived in the Michigan communities the next
morning betwe€n 5:55 and 8:20 a.m. The return
trip departed at noon Wednesday, Sept. 6.

The GR&I's Northland Limited in 1916 ran
semi-weekly, starting in June. It offered daily
service betrveen June 25 and Sept. 23 on "modern
steel electrica[y-lighted sleeping cars." Thetre wsre
no coach accommodations on the frain.

Sections of fie Northland Limited carried
vacationers from Columbus, Dayton, Cincinnati
and Louisville.

A sister tain, the North Michigan Resortcr,
handled passengers from Chicago and St. Louis.

Cool Michigan breezos, convenient

'Summer trains
to summerland,'
boasted the Grand
Rapids & Indiana,
which called itself
'The Fishing Line'

Grand Rapids & lndiana mileage
from llamilton and Richmond

Miles Locafion Miles Location

0 Hamilton 54.2 Geneva

via PRR 58.8Berne

43 Richmond.Ind. 6 4 8 Monroe

70.7 Decatur

0 Richmond,Ind. 79.6 Hoagland

via GR&I RR 9 1 . 8Fort Wavne

8.9 Fountain City 185.4Kalamazoo, Mich.

1 5 . 3Lynn 234 Grand Rapids

24.5 Winchester 378.8Traverse City

J J Ridgeville 424.8 Petoskey

43.2 Portland 459.7 Mackinaw Ciw

50.3Briant

In 1916, the Northland Limited left
Hamilton at 8:10 p.m. over the Pennsy tacks to
Richmond. It ran over GR&I fracks from
Richmond to Mackinaw City, arriving at l:55 p.m.
the next duy, rrail trip of 17 hours and 45 minutes.

The southbound sleeper tain left
Mackinaw City at 1 p.m. and arrived in Hamilton
A 6 the next morning.

By 1950, there were changes in the service.
The GR&I ended at Petoskey, making it a 468-mile
rip from Hamilton. The northbound tain left
Hanrilton at 11:45 p.m. and reached Petoskey at 2
p.m. Times on the retum tip were 2:30 p.m.
departnre and6.,52 a.m. arrival.

The Grand Rapids & Indiana Railway Co.
was chartered in July 1896 to take over the
prope4y of the Grand Rapids & Indiana Railroad
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Co., which had been sold a foreclosure June 10,

1896.
June 1, 1871, the previous company had

leased the 86-mite Richmond-Adams line owned

by the Cincinnati, Richmond & Fort Wayne

Railroad.

In 1853, the line north out of Richmond to

Fort Wayne was planned as an lndiana extension of

the Four Mile Valley Railroad that was supposed to

connect Hamiltoq Oxford and Richmond (see
page25).

Take train to the Reds
Taking the train to Cincinnati was populr

among fani of the Cincinnati Reds into the

1930s.
An example was a Big Four excursion for

a Sunday afternoon, June 27, L926, game against

Pittsburgh. The round-rip cost 85 cents for the

special rain that left Middletown at 8:35 am'

and departed Cincinnati at 8 P'm'

Railroads capitalized on the popularity of

county fairs. Each fall for many years, railroedc

offered favorable rates on special trains from cities

and villages in and round Butler County to the

fairgrounds on the northeas edge of Hmilton'
fui 1884 report showed the Cincinnati,

Hamilton & Dayton trmsported 4,500 people into

town in one daY to atte'nd the fair.
In October three years later, that rec'ord was

smashed as four excursion bains rrived in

Hamilton within 30 minutes, carrying about 5,000

people to the fair.
A newspaper said the seven'car special that

originated in Indianapolis was 'so crou'ded it had

ladies even standing on the platforms of the cars'n

Railroads capitahzed on county fair popularity
A fair special from Richmond numbered 10

cars. Other exiursion tains came from Dayton and

Cincinnati.
In nvo daYs the CH&D brought 1l'008

people to the 1887 Butler County Fair on special

trains.
In 1904, the Purnsylvania Railroad

promoted special trains and fares from its stations in-Butler 
County to Eaton during the Preble County

Fair.

started from Eaton at 7 P.m.

Ni;;";; jaurereo 
"t 

th; CH&D's Poasttown Station forthis undated photo
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Fast freiglrt srnashed head'on
into statted switcher in rgt'o crash

Beyond the debris in the foreground, a freight car balances on a tender while a fireman
is trapped under a coal pile in this Jan. 24,1910, accident

makes slow running almost impossible," a
newspaper noted.

Because of the curve between Millville and
Kenworth avenues and darkness, the freight
engineer couldn't see the blockage until seconds
before the crash. A switchman had been sent up
the aack to wam the freight, but that effort was too
late to preve,nt disaster.

The engineer and fuernan aboard the
freight suff€red minor injuries and were fieated at
Mercy Hospital. The fueman was dug out from the
coal pile in the tender while a freight car barely
balanced over his head.

The steep grade west from the depot at
South Fifth and Henry sffeets -- still a fraction
problem in the age of high-powered diesels -
contributed to the accident.

The switcher stalled twice before the
accident. The first time the locomotive failed on
the stone viaduct betrveen the Great Miami River
and North D Sreet. After a pause, it proceeded
with only part of its rain to the switch at the Belt
Line, just northwest of Millville Ave,nue, where it
stalled agai4 causing the crash

There were only two minor injuries in a
collision Monday, Jan. 24, 1910, on the
Indianapolis division of the Cincinnati, Hamilton &
Dayton Railroad that awoke many residents of
Hamillea'5 West Side.

lndianapolis+o-Cincinnati freight No. 97
struck a switch engrne at Belt Line Junction near
the Millvifle Avenue crossing in Hamilton at l:55

Fourteeir cars derailed after the two steam
locomotives collide4 ripping out more than 300
feet oftrack.

Freight cars containing lumber, cotton
bales and cotton seed caught fue, but the flarnes
were quickly confrolled by the Harniltol fue
deparment.

The switcher - scheduled to move off the
single-track Hamilton-Indianapolis mainline before
the arrival of the southeast bound freight -- stalled
as it tumed onto the Belt Line.

The freighg its crew believing No. 97 had a
cler frack, was traveling at 60 miles an hour when
it snashed into the stationary switcher, which was
pulling six cars. "The down grade at this point
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The High
in Ohio T'ravel -

LI]YlITED
Overnight, everY night

between maior Ohio cities and New

York. Pullman Private rooms, Pull-

man Observation car. Reclining seat

coaches. Streamlined dining car and

club lounge for all Passengers'
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Above, 1933 NYC ad.

Right illustration from 1949
C&O timetable.



The Railroads of Butler County - Page &j

County's rtrors rail accident
kiiled 24 people in July rgro

Butler County's worst railroad accident
July 4, 1910, killed 24 people and injured about 35
when passenger and freight nains collided about
500 yards north of the West Middletown station
near Poasttown.

The head-on crash at l:02 p.m. on the
Indepe,nde,nce Day holiday was on the busy
Cincinnati-Denoit mainline of the Cincinnati,
Hamilton & Dayton Railroad.

The southbound passenger train was the
Cincinn*i Flyer, No. 21, said to be the fastest frain
on the New York Central System between New
York City and Cincinnati. The northbound CH&D
freight No. 90 was almost stopped when the
pass€ng€r tain, faveling at 50 to 60 miles an hour,
plowed into it.

"The two huge eirgines were reduced to a
pile of worthless junh' a newspaper said. nThe

passenger coaches were splintered and broken into
an unrecognizable mass o1'16indling, while along
the fracks for 100 yards was sfewn amiscellaneous
lot of personal property dropped in the wild

scramble of the passengers to get out of the
coaches."

Within an hour, more than 2,000 spectators
wsre at the sce,lre, complicating the rescue and the
preliminary investigation.

The Middletown News Signal praised the
humanitarian response in ttrat city. "The citizens
wittr their vehicles were present in geat numbers.
All ttre doctors, the police and private citizens . . .
with dl the liveryanen and underakers, actively and
earnestly doing each his part to relieve the
zuffering."

Sweral Hamilton surgeons we,nt to the
scene by tain and auto. An exfra frain hauled
some of the injured to Hamilto4 aniving at about 4
p.m. at Dayton Steet where five local arnbulmces
waited to take the victims the remaining two blocks
to Merry Hospital. Other injured were re,moved to
hoqpitals in Dayton (there was no hospital in
Mddletown the,n).

Some of the victims died in the Hanilton
hospital the las one eight days after the accident.

spectators appoar to outnumber noEcue and salvage workers In this photo
taken at the wreck slte on the CH&D near West Middletown July 4, 1910


