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FURI\IITURE GASTER

ALONG in’ 1874 Alexander Martm a saw maker of Hamrlton got it into

. his head that ordinary-furniture casters wotre out’ carpets and made
“too much work for the women folks. ' Thecastersrolled hard, and in turning
the corner they pivoted on a single pomt -and tended to tear holes in the car-

pet. Mr. Martin thereupon began to invent. He r1gged upa little shop‘

and put in two solid years in inventing casters and testing them and failing.
But finally he struck the right thing and patented the celebrated ‘Martin two

wheel caster. "It would move with gteat ease; and-in turnlng 4 ‘corner, one

of the wheels 'would move one way and the other the other ‘way and there
‘was_thus no tehdency for it to bore holes in the floor. . Mr. Martin would
spread a’ piece of tissue paper on the carpet and then roll and twist a little

truck, provided with his casters, around on the paper and show that there was

no puckering tendency whatever and that the heavy load moved with the ut-

most ease. He showed it to all his friends who wouldlook at it and they all

admired it and smiled. -He was-in rathér bad straits financially and ﬁnally
sold the patent to William Ritchie for five hundred dollars, Ritchie caring

nothing ‘whatever for the patent, which he took simply because Martin in--

sisted ‘on his taking it as some sort of an exchange for the five hundred dol-

lars which Ritchie let him have. ' But the next day, as hard up. as Martm was,

he traded back, much to Richie’s delight.
Everybody appeared to ridicule the caster asa thrng out of which Mar-

‘tin could make any money and Martin was logked upon as an inventor who

was foolishly wasting his time. He took his models to large hardware con-
cerns in Cincinnati and these men gave him the laugh. They let him make
eéxhibitions with his tissue paper; &c., and then said ‘they would not have the
thing as a:gift; that there never-had been any demand for sich a thing and

never-would be; that furniture casters -were good enough, and that if an ins
ventor had any sense he, would set his wits to work to contrive cheaper ways.

of making the present casters instead of getting up new fangled ones that

were bound to cost very'much more than the old styles. ~Martin came home'

again with his models, thinking none the less of them however. .
Messts. Sohn and Reéntschler-had gotten out of the woods, and their shop

was next door. to that of Martin and they saw so much of Martin and his*

casters that some of Martin’s enthusiasi began to rubroff on them. Messrs. ~
ade in Indlanapohs and

Tucker & Dorsey were in contact withthe hardw.

had had many close dealings with S6hn and Rent, Sohn and Rentchler

talked to Tucker and Dorsey’ about theé ‘caster ‘and ’ﬁnally the four joined’

h#nds and made a royalty contract with Martin. - The terms of this contract; -
when they became known, excited more smlles than Martin’s ‘caster-ever had;.
for that contract obhgated these. four men to pay Martin a b1g ‘royalty on:

each caster and to sella spec1ﬁed‘1 rge number of
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