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Iaundry Ma.ch.ineryayz: Paper Slitters. -

I N 1884 Albert Bess ﬁnlshed a three years apprentrceshlp asa machmrst

“in the shop of Black & Clawson. He was then twenty-one years old.

‘In 1888 while working in the shop of Black & Clawson he invented a slitting
cutter to be applied to paper:making machlnes to cut the wrde web into nar-
rower webs as the paper ran from the machlne Paper slltters of varlous,
kinds were qulte old but Mr. Bess’ contrxvance had many points- -of decided
supenofrty At this time there was in Boston the Koegel Shtter Co whose
slitters were be1ng ‘quite extensrvely sold '
Mr. Bess had no money, except his weekly pay as a machlnlst but he

' hada foot-lathe in his kitchen at home, and when he got. up his new-fangled'
slitter ‘nothing would do but he must start a machine shop of hisown. ' He

~ borrowed ﬁfteen dollars of the First National Bank, with Mr. Robert An- o

drews as securlty, and then went to the Beckett Paper Company and got
thelr order for four slxtters Bess to take in pay for them an old lathe which
was in the paper mill,-and he got the lathe in advanoe ‘He now ‘had two
'1athes and . he rented a place and started his establishment, entlrely without .
: ca[frtal ‘Mr. Black, of Black & Clawson was good enough to say “If vou ‘
~ get teo hard up you can come up to our shop ‘and work awhlle ‘Mr. Bess
did find himself too hard up, and while he was the proprletor of a machine
shop himself he could generally be found at work at Black & Clawson s shop.
 But wh11e he ‘worked’ as.a’ Journeyman at Black & Clawsons for the sure
' thmg of weekly pay. he kept a machrnlst or two at work 1n hrs own' mstrtu-‘

\ Franklm Olno, and he borrowed another hun ‘
tgomery of Oxford as secur1ty He was now a

shtters, notlﬁed Mr Bess '
counc11 and was advrsed

to bulldoze The efforts Rwould hav’ succeeded w1th rnety-nme menﬂ; 1
out of one hundred but Mr. ‘Bess was n man to be bulldozed He got
his patent on his own invention and soId hrs slitters and told his opponents







